THE  FIRST  BEGINNINGS  AND  THE  MIDDLE   AGES

was more than once able to put to flight the knighthood of France, and the
Matins of Bruges were as bloody as the Sicilian Vespers. At last, in 1305,
a treaty was drawn up. Philip had acquired Lille, Douai and Orchies,
today one of the richest of French provinces.

But the most serious struggle of this reign was that between the King
of France and die Papacy. For three centuries Rome had fought the
German Empire and the English monarchy to obtain recognition for the
privileges of die clergy. Were investiture granted to bishops by lay sove-
reigns, were the latter to have the right to tax the property of die Church,
were ecclesiastical offices to be obtained by intrigues and corruption, then
the independence and purity of the Church would cease to exist. Making
a divine institution subject to human powers was to abdicate and disown
the faith. And in dds cause a whole lineage of great popes had striven,
with excommunication and the interdict as their weapons. They had been
victorious over die Empire, but nationalism was growing. It was question-
able whether the popes would succeed in preserving a clergy wholly
dependent on the Holy See in strongly organized kingdoms. Especially
the Capetian monarchy, jealous of its rights* was sooner or later bound
to fall out with Rome. No man can serve two masters. Boniface VIII, a
militant and victorious Pope, held that every human creature was subject
to the Roman Pontiff. In 1296 he published a bull, Clericis laicos, wherein
he forbade laymen to tax the clergy and punished by excommunication
any cleric paying such taxes as well as die layman imposing diem. Philip
the Fair replied by forbidding the exportation of currency, which drained
die revenues of the Vatican. The Pope yielded, but in 1300 celebrated at
Rome a jubilee to mark the new century to which journeyed, from
diroughout Christendom, some two million pilgrims. Dazzled by the
spectacle of his own power, Boniface VIII raged agaitist the King of
France and by means of the bull AuscttUa fill (Hear, my son), iavited
Philip to clear himself of die charges of counterfeiting which had been
lodged against him. By thus taking on the semblance of a dispenser of
justice on a temporal question, the Pope seemed to arrogate to himself the
government of die universe. In 1302, Philip called togedier an assembly
of his barons and cities and, feeling that he had dieir support, resisted.
The bull Unam sanctam set forth the Pope's views: 'Men. live on two levels,
one spiritual, the odier temporal. If die temporal power should go astray,
it must be judged by the spiritual power/ Thereupon the King of France
defied the Papacy. One of his councillors, Guillaume de Nogarct,
journeyed to Italy and, precipitating a scene of unprecedented violence,
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